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achievement of the period was the refounding of Duke Hum-
phrey's Library by Sir Thomas Bodley, which resulted in the
magnificent library of which Fuller said * if there be any books
wanting on any subject it is because the world does not afford
them/ Much building took place in the reign of James I, the
pedant whom the University described as * the most learned,
the most munificent and altogether the best of kings '. Laud,
first as President of St. John's and later as Chancellor, left his
mark on the University by the building of Convocation House,
by drawing up the Code which governed the University until
1854, and also in that Anglican character which was for so long
its distinguishing feature.

Oxford was thus, apart from its position in relation to
London, a fitting headquarters for the King in the Civil War.
The University was enthusiastically loyal; its colleges gladly
sent their plate to the king ; Merton welcomed Queen Hen-
rietta Maria while Christ Church became Charles I's Court.
The scholastic life was interrupted while the students drilled
in the Port Meadow, the Queen's ladies amused themselves in
Merton gardens, Prince Rupert placed his guns in Magdalen
Grove and armies came and went in their unsuccessful at-
tempts to take London. In April 1646 the King finally left
Oxford, which surrendered to Fairfax. The University,
however, retained its Royalist complexion and was for this
reason chosen by Charles II for the meeting of Parliament in
the height of the Exclusion Bill excitement. The Whigs
arrived in the Tory stronghold armed and determined to force
the Bill through, but the King'outwitted them and dissolved
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